COMMON COMMA ISSUES  -- MISSING COMMAS
I. 
Dependent, Independent Clauses


A. Participle Phrases


B. Conditional Phrases


C. Prepositional Phrases


D. Transitional Phrases


1. Singing in the shower Bob discovered he had a pretty good tenor. 


2. When I am older I will move out of my parents’ house.


3. However it was quite late at night.


4. In the middle of the ocean a small boat floated on the waves. 

II.
 Serial Commas


1.  Oscar wanted trash, trash and more trash.


2.  Fara planned to be an astronaut, police officer and court reporter when she grew up.


3.  Tom took too many desserts: apple cake, lemon squares and chocolate pudding.


4.  Agnes, LaShon and Rose met up with Bryan, Jorge and Darien. 

III. 
Commas with Conjunctions between Two Independent Clauses


1. Mary wanted to go to the movies and Sandra wanted to go to the beach.


2. Seth sang but Vijay refused to join him.


3. My dog is small yet he is loud.


4. No one else came and I went home feeling angry.
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COMMON COMMA ISSUES  -- MISUSED COMMAS

IV.
Comma Splices


1.  Norma went to France, Olivia went to Rhode Island.


2. Carl likes blueberry Pop-Tarts, Ali  won’t even try them.


3.  Lukas came here from Serbia, Midori is from Japan.


4.  The grass was quite green, the sky was quite blue. 

V. 
Commas with Conditionals


1. The cat ran, because he was frightened by the fireworks.


2. I will do it, when I am ready to do it.

3. Juan ate the last cookie, although he had promised not to do it.

4. No one likes that, because it is half burnt and half raw.
VI.
Commas in a List of Only Two


1. Sam, and Elliot are best friends.


2. Joey both throws, and bats right when he plays baseball.


3. Nigel claims both England, and America as his homelands.


4. Purnima took her bicycle over the hill, and down the block. 

